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Route: Giving Out Wings

Emergency Numbers:

Police/EMS  803-997-7585
Fire 830-997-8080
Hospital 830-997-4353
FBG Taxi 830-997-8044
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Route Instructions: Giving Out Wings

(in) Dist Turn (at/on to) Road Total Dist
Start Start/Finish 0.00 mi
Go straight (ESE) W Austin St 0.00 mi

0.02 mi Go straight (ESE) E Austin St 0.02 mi
0.52 mi Turn right (SSW) N Elk St 0.54 mi
0.11 mi Go straight (SSW) S Elk St 0.66 mi
0.17 mi Turn left (SE) E Creek St 0.82 mi
0.17 mi Bear right (SSE) S Creek St 0.99 mi
0.13 mi Turn left (E) Franklin St 1.12 mi
0.14 mi Turn left (NNE) S Columbus St 1.26 mi
0.17 mi Go straight (NNE) N Columbus St 1.42 mi
0.13 mi Turn right (ESE) E Schubert St 1.56 mi
0.09 mi Turn left (ENE) RANCH 1631 (N Olive St) 1.65 mi
6.53 mi Go straight (E) RANCH 2721 8.18 mi
6.21 mi Turn right (S) N RANCH 1623 14.39 mi
3.01 mi Turn left (E) RANCH 1 17.40 mi
3.21 mi Turn right (SSE) Lower Albert Rd 20.60 mi
3.09 mi Turn left (ESE) S RANCH 1623 23.70 mi
1.11 mi Go straight (SE) FARM 1623 24.81 mi
8.32 mi Turn right (WSW) FARM 1888 (River Rd) 33.13 mi
0.56 mi Bear left (SSW) F-M 1888 (down towards river) 33.70 mi
0.05 mi Turn left (SSW) Crabapple Rd/CR 104 33.77 mi

Kendalia
10.45 mi Turn right (WNW) F-M 473 (Highway 473) 44.22 mi
2.09 mi Bear left (WSW) F-M 473 (Highway 473) 46.31 mi
11.25 mi Turn right (NW) RANCH 473 (Sisterdale Rd) 57.56 mi
0.39 mi Bear right (NNW) RANCH 1376/

(RANCH 473 (Sisterdale Rd))
57.94 mi

0.50 mi Turn left (W) RANCH 473 58.44 mi
7.26 mi Turn right (NNE) Old No 9 Hwy/ Old San Antonio Rd 65.71 mi

18.51 mi Turn left (NNW) US 290 84.22 mi
0.87 mi Turn left (W) Friendship Ln 85.09 mi
1.05 mi Turn right (N) S Creek St 86.14 mi
0.74 mi Bear left (NW) E Creek St 86.88 mi
0.17 mi Turn right (NNE) S Elk St 87.04 mi
0.17 mi Go straight (NNE) N Elk St 87.21 mi
0.11 mi Turn left (WNW) E Austin St 87.32 mi
0.52 mi Go straight (WNW) W Austin St 87.84 mi
0.04 mi Finish Marktplatz 87.88 mi
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Ride Summary

This Route traverses two of the steeper 
climbs in the area and visits three river 
va l leys.  A few sect ions inc lude 
intermediately-traveled roadways, making 
this route best suited for weekdays.  

Over its 88 mile distance the route fea-
tures over 5,000 feet of vertical gain. Earn 
climbing merit badges on the two most-
notable climbs: Crankbender and Bat Cave 
Summit.

Start by rolling along and then out of 
the Pedernales River valley.  A long climb 
and subsequent descent puts you at the 
Blanco River.  From here, climb the insane 
Crankbender over to the Guadalupe River 
valley. (Although you never see the Gua-
dalupe, you come very close in Sisterdale. 
To say you saw all three, just ride south a 
mile or two out of Sisterdale on RR 1376.).

Riding north on Old Number 9 (also Old 
San Antonio Rd.) starts out innocently 
enough, with favorable Hill Country scen-
ery.  Then, abruptly, the pastoral cruise 
becomes an agonizing climb up to the Bat 
Cave Summit.  After that, even more 
climbing awaits, placing many climbing 
challenges toward the end of this long 
route. 

Safety

CycleTexas.com, its sponsors, the 
author, and Oxalis, Inc. assume no re-
sponsibilities to users of the routes de-
scribed and make no warranties regarding 
the condition of these roads.  

Routes presented utilize public roads 
open to traffic; ride at your own risk and 
obey all traffic laws.  

Climactic conditions may change rap-
idly.  Always wear a helmet and utilize 
properly maintained equipment.  Carry 
tools.  Carry a cell phone in case of emer-
gency.

Start/Finish

This route begins at the Marktplatz in 
downtown Fredericksburg, Texas.  Find 
this main town square located on the 
North side of Main Street (also HWY 290/
HWY 87) at the intersection of S. TX16. 
(North of this intersection, S. TX16 be-
comes N. Adams St.)  

When groups meet here, generally they 
form up at the facility’s northeast corner, 
where W. Austin St. intersects N. Adams 
St., which is not too far from the 
restrooms and off busy Main St.  (Infre-
quently these restrooms may be closed for 
festival setup; find alternatives two blocks 
southeast at Fredericksburg’s Visitor’s 
Center).

COME AND RIDE IT Route: Giving Out Wings

© 2008 Oxalis, Inc. 4 of 6 CycleTexas.com



Points of Interest
LBJ Park

Roll by the first Texas White House and 
along one of the only flat bicycle-friendly 
roads in the vicinity.

Kendalia,  Texas
The Kendalia Store stands out among 

local attractions; delicious hamburgers, 
authentic filling station décor.

Old Tunnel WMA (bat cave)
Bats adopted the old railroad tunnel on 

the line from San Antonio to Fredericks-
burg after the trains abandoned it.  Spec-
tacular dusk bat emergence during the 
summer.  Alamo Springs General Store & 
Café lies nearby.

Hills of Interest

Blancoberg
(Cat. 2)—long but not intense; this hill 

carries you out of the Pedernales River 
Valley.

Crankbender
(Cat. HC)—viciously steep and unre-

lenting near its peak; hardest section ap-
pears after several miles of more relaxed 
climbing.

Bat Cave Summit
(Cat. HC)—one of the steeper climbs 

around. Steepness exceeds length here, 
but that makes the length long enough for 
most.

Piedmont de San Antonio
(Cat. 3)—the first of two slopes on Old 

San Antonio Rd., this climb follows a long 
downhill section that offers relief after 

cresting the Bat Cave Summit.

Col de San Antonio
(Cat. 2)—the second slope (the two 

separated by a plateau) of the two-stage 
climb up Old San Antonio Rd., Col de San 
Antonio challenges by virtue of its position 
near the route’s end. 

Resources

We strongly advise that you fuel up be-
fore departure with a liberal supply of food 
and water.  During hot weather, we rec-
ommend carrying hydration packs.  

Find public restrooms and water avail-
able at the start ing locat ion, the 
Marktplatz.  Commercial food and drink 
resources abound within Fredericksburg.  
Limited resources may be found in Kenda-
lia, Sisterdale, and Alamo Springs, al-
though these small stores may or may not 
be open during the week/Sundays.

This route bypasses Hill Country Bicycle 
Works (closed Sunday/Wednesday.), which 
offers a restroom; sells energy bars, and 
sits across the street from a convenience 
store/gas station.

Responsibil i ty
Ride Friendly, we are cycling ambassa-

dors.  Please share the road with motor-
ists.  Cyclists and motorists utilize our Hill 
Country Roads rightfully.  Courtesy pre-
vents angry motorists.  Ride single file 
when cars approach from the rear.  Large 
groups should be extra vigilant to “single 
up” in order to facilitate passing cars. 
Please politely “educate” rude cycling citi-
zens.
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Obstacles

Many obstacles, familiar and otherwise, 
dot the roads of the Hill Country.  Such 
features include water crossings, cattle 
guards, deer, cows, cars, trucks and more.  
S e e t h e “ O b s t a c l e s ” s e c t i o n a t 
CycleTexas.com for strategies related to 

negotiating some of the unique features of 
these roads.  Also, distances on these 
roads between commercial food and hy-
dration resources can be vast.  We 
strongly advise that riders fuel up before 
departure and carry a liberal sustenance 
inventory.

Related Information: http://www.cycletexas.com

CycleTexas.com. Come and Ride It.  

We assist cyclists creating self-guided cycling trips in Texas. Visit our website for free, 
detailed routes, as well as information on lodging, dining, and more.  

We also link you to companion road maps developed by the Texas Department of Public 
Safety.  Print these PDF maps along with our routes to reference on your ride.
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